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Mr. Jack L. Guthrie, Acting Chief 
Office Management Division 
Office of the Adjutant General 
Department of the Army 
Washington, D. C. 20315 

Dear Mr. Guthrie: 



The attached five 
AGAR-SC9541) dated 23 
reviewed. 


pages of notes received with your request, 
February 1971, have been coordinated and 


The Interested offices do not concur in your proposal and 
feel that the declassification and release of the information 
would not be in the best interest of the U. S. Government at 
this time. We recommend that the documents be referred to the 
Department of State for review and comment. 
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5 pages of notes as received 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 
SUBJECT : 



Declassification of 


OSS 


Documents 



| who is 
.terns 

pending was your memo ot 2b February jJ 71 concerning de- 
classification of OSS documents by the Department of tne Army 

2 The attached two pages of comments by CS elements 
have just been received, and it appears _ that the interested 
elements do not concur in the declassification of the docu 
ments in question. 



Executive Secretary 
Strategic Services Unit 
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26 February 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT : Declassification of OSS Documents 



1. The Office of the Adjutant General proposes to declassify 
the attached five pages of notes taken by Professor Dennis E. 
Harris, an unofficial researcher granted access to classified 
Army records, from the Office of Strategic Services originated 
documents if there are no objections from this Agency. 



Attachment : 

5 pages of Notes (C) 
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26 February 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 


( FT 'V/3-T &L 


SUBJECT 


: Deelaaaification of OSS Documents 


1. The Office of the Adjutant General proposes to declassify 
the attached five pages of notes taken by Professor Dennis E. 
Harris, an unofficial researcher granted access to classified 
Army records, from the Office of Strategic Services originated 
documents if there are no objections fron this Agency. 
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May I have your concu rrence and comments 
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OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20315 


AGAR-S (9541) 


2 3 FEB 197 ! 


25X1 A 


Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 20505 


25X1 A 


Professor Dennis E. Harris, an unofficial researcher granted access 
to classified Army records, has taken a number of notes relating to hi a 
jS’ + ? atatl r ly entltlea "BlPlomaey of the Second FronL 19^-1945" 

f* fiTe reflecting information fr« or conceraln. 

S ' rVlcBf0 “ a in «» ^ Cop S.TS2 8 

tment has no ejection to the declassification of these notes 
Profeeeo?Se?° aCUrren “’ ^ Pr0p0M t0 a * olM£,lf 3 r “d ~l.eee the. 'to 


Your comments are requested. 


Inclosures 

5 pages of notes (c) 


Sincerely, 



GUTHRIE X " 

Acting Chief, Office Management Division, 
TAGO 


REGRADED' UKCLASSIFISD 
WHEH SEPARATED FROM 
CLASSIFIED ENCLOSURES 
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■ c ;t h; 1 ■ „ ‘ ‘ Memorandum . . , , , 

; :. r( , r o ,, s 336 Sec (10 Aug it3) Casein < - 10 Aug li3 

,..Gen. A.G. Wederaeyer . . ... -.Lit G*0.M. 

~ 4 V Manifesto -to German People by the Moscow Nations Committee of Free Germany 


If the aims of the COMMITTEE OF FREE GERMANY are realized, Russia will be in a favorable 

i° n6c ° tiabe a separate peace with Germany. The U-S- and G-B- would then 
probably be confronted with two alternatives : 

admitted! ^ ^ aGainst the S®™ 3 ™ 5 without the effective aid of Russia — 
admittedly not a very promising prospect. 

foT , „i 2) ° h f at '^ ,g ^ a ' peaC0 With Germany - wbi( = h would be tantamount to defeat 
for us... It should be emphasized that when appropriate, the Soviet Gov mment can 
disclaim any connection with this organization and its activities. The creation of 
this Committee has been so timed that current conditions and possible future developments 
,^ h t ChanCeS ° f SU0Ce ?T a ^ paling to the Geman „ sses . Such ccndmiS 
eastern fw r "f ar:u,e ? s of bot h the Russian and Geman people," "the stalemate on the 
H -+ h ser ^ es of set-backs experienced by the German armies, 1 ' "the 
destruction of cities and industrial areas by the Allied Bomber Offensive," "abandonment 
by her Axis partner Italy," "continued reverses experienced by remaining ally, Japan 

the HnL 0 " S re a S." atelllteS ’" and lntemal ^ts satisfaction vithiA.n&'SS* ‘ 

Wh le I personally do not believe that the German people as a whole are readv to 

comi ™nism, it is not unreasonable to expect that they would accept the terms offeree 
/ J^ nif esto as a lesser evil than to continue the war and to risk the terrible 
implications of the unconditional surrender terms of the Allies. 

/following from attached O'Tice of Strategic Services Planning Group. Manifesto to German 
5C0W ~ bi on or r - f c^ArhHi. t . &m& i A„ t . hi icu; 

n IS w ^ JftiS'sia 1 s military and political strength ■ 

in the present situation and her determination to provoke at least a limited revolution 
in Germany before any peace negotiations. It could serve equally well as cover for a 
sepai ate peace between the Soviet and a militarist regime in Germany or for a far-reaching 
program of eventual invasion and Pc] she vization. On the other hand, the fact that, the 
Soviet government has allowed the Free German Committee to be set up and has given it 
oupport in the Russian press without consulting the other United Nations does not 
necessariiy mean that Russia is determined at all costs to continue a lone wolf policy 
m regard to Germany. F 
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/under heading Psychological Warfare Implications: I^rom the Point of View of the United 
States .and Great Britain/ 

While the manifesto is aimed primarily at the overthrow of the Hitler Government and 
at. the building of a "strong democratic" Germany on the pattern of Scviat Russia, such 
action is to be attained under conditions opposed to the present views and pronouncements 
of the U-S- and G-B-yi particularly those pertaining to an "unconditional surrender." 

...» If Germany responds to the manifesto, Russia would be placed in a highly advantageous 
position relating to peace with Germany, xiHEfi. ... 

...a communistic Germany, which would scarcely be acceptable to the U-S- and G-B-. 
Further, success of the manifesto might bring about a breakdown of resistance, in which 
event Russia, with forces on the field, would be in a position to arrange a peace and a 
German government to its liking. 

The manifesto represents a major political mo e. It was probably timed with confidence 
to coincide with military developments on the Eastern Front and the increased air activity 
in the West, •••it is not out of the question for Germany to seek a way out of the war. 

.... The possible dangers to our political and military strategy are such that a 
re-exmaination of our American political pcsition xmx±± as it relates to the manifesto 
is indicated. 

The action. . .creates a faaorable opportunity for German nsychological warfare to 
exploit political disunity among the Allies, to increase British and American suspicion 
of Russia and vice versa. Any premature or hasty steps on our part to protect ourselves 
against the possibly adverse consequences of Soviet policy m'ght aggravate the 
situation and result finally in the failure or at least postponement of our main 
European war objective — total victory over 'Germany. 

/under Conclusions / 

a. As an instrument of psychological warfare the manifesto may have greait value in 
assisting in the overthrow of the Hitler Government. In view of this, nothing should 
be done to minimize this effect. 

b. The manifesto may denote an indiction to seek a separate peace with Germany. 

c. Present Soviet policy tovjards post-war political development in Germany as 
reflected in the manifesto is dangerous in its implications in that it might result in a 
government opposed to the political and idealistic principles for which we are fighting. 
Cur political position will be greatly enhanced as our military forces arrive on the 
continent of Europe. 

d 

e • That if a joint Anglo-American-Soviet policy is not established, we must be 
prepared at the psychological time to present to Germany conditions which will offset 
the Russian proposals in the armistice and the peace. 

The question may be posed: is the Soviet Union pursuing a policy (l) designed to reduce 
the enemy's will to resist; or (2) tc com at suspected machinations for an Anglo-American- 
Vatican peace at the expense of legitimate Soviet participation in the p :ace settlem nt; 
or (3) id Stalin pursuing the Bolshevik doctrine of world revol tion; or finally (Ii) 
has Russia reverted to her traditional imp rialism? .... Also, may there not be a blend of 
two or more of these elements. 

■ * • • 

It :o Id therefore aeem clear that the setting up of the Free German Committee and 
the drafting of the manifesto was no sudden, spontaneous action, but was rather the result 
of long planning and careful timing, /cites Stalin's sp cch of 7 Nov U2; Rhineland 
Conference at the end of 19H2; article "There is a Way G°t" by Ernst Fischer, Daily 
Wc_rker, 13 Dec U2 and "still other manifestations ." 

. . .complete political unity does not exist between the Soviet Union and the other United 
Nations. Indee, Soviet mistrust of G-B* and the U-S- remains openly manifest. The Soviet 
Union has brfqaprwa^difojc Rdl8§«ia2a^2/lM^feiQ^[1^4.-0^f manifesto/. . . 
the U.S.'-and G-P- might find themsldves unable effectively to intervene politically either 
in Germany, the Middle Zone (between Germanv *n I Russia,)-, -or in Southeastern Europe. *7 1 
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Tttteie I'.'vVi'V! .i »•«•» f<t i ,.CFD, 

’type <?]' '-vt ^ . cable _ ' 

Ife.. wl ■-/ ■v-' h 3.8.1 Sec (16 Sep .63) ’ 

7 ,.,)Thqs .T .(Jandy, . Assist .Chief of. .Staff 
ii Subversive Activities ip, the Balkans 


•' * 16 Sep tenner 1963 

C.G., ,N..A .T.O.tj C. G. > U.S.A. F.M.E. 


/informs commanding generals that O.S.S. has been given permission to extend activities 
to include Bulgaria, Rumania and Hungary, provied there activities are ccordinated with 
the British SOE and permission to extend activities from Yugoslavia to Greece and 
Albania. However the activities have to be of such a character tliat idu xjEKPdfcfc they 
involve no commitment on the part of the U.S. and are directed solely to assisting 
in the defeat of the Axis. Also notes that preference among resistance groups or 
prospective successor 1 governments is to be only on a basis of willingness" to 
cooperate and without regard to political programs or ideological differences. Also 
notes that the State D pt. has -been requested that the USSR be informed of operations 
which are proposed to be undertaken. 


j6bdbcBd<®ixiaidtoc5cxiKhJtxS.xx8fiucOT 


I 


| 


CONFIDENTIAL 

GROUP'S 
i a P. year 

nowr'rnd r 'd at ■ 


It ! ; 

f • ■ * 


■ f «.od 


1 ; l i ■ ■!: L ■ . ;:ti. 

r- ■' : ‘ F 'f'r hih ■ 

LiS ; ' ■' i' ,ij [ .. 

Approved For Release 2002/01/09 : CIA t RDP74-0O39OROOO2OOO4OO13-8 



C' 


9*¥W»W 


9 ^ 




• i *?'t f. i memorandum ' 

!»»>., Exec 10, Item £7 r> i •* 20 Oct ii3 

my Thus .T .Handy, Maj .Gen. A 0/S for General Marshall 

,f *ri i/proposed_ message f rom FOR to Churchill/ 

1 . Attached is a draft of a proposed message from the President to the Prime 
Minister. The only hope of getting action at once is to go to the top. 

The guerillas are fighting each other in the Balkans. Also, as I understand it, 
the situation in this area is further complicated by rivalries and competition between 
ou.r G.S.S., the British S.O.E., and similar Russian agencies. You know that the Russian 
are extremely touchy on any question affecting the Balkans and fool that they should 
have the say. It will' be difficult enough to get our efforts and those of the British 
united. It probably will be impossible if we attempt to bring the itusoians into the 
picture . 

Another factor is the possibility of a major U-S- involvement in the Balkans if 
wo take the lead in guerilla activities there. If General Donovan* s nativities xrs were 
successful. It would have an enormous popular appeal and we might be subjected to 
pressure from our own people to move forces into the Balkans. This is exactly what 
the P-M- has wanted right along. 
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Afcss«t 


„ AFFAIRS IJ ITT SIC , W.D. 

memorandum 

, CAD 01U Russia (11 Sept Ji3>\ II Sent U3 

Charles P. Burnett, Jr., t + . Col.,. J ADD, Chief y'Kjlitarp Gcvt . Branch 

Il’n PANDUM FCR TKF Ci'IFF, CIVIL JTFA1 ;> G Dr’ISICN> Subject: OSS Rcpc. -t be. HOP, 
entitled "The Bases of Soviet Ft reign Policy." 


j 1. The renort concludes that the Soviet Union my not collaborate with '.he Allies unless 
j • the latter recognise at least certain interests that the Scviet pove mrent considers 
basic: invioability of its lp)il horde s, the existence of fr iridly eoverr. vents on its 
periphery, and a coordinate place in a three -newer s phene of w -rid c'ntrol. In add : t’on to 
these post-war pua-mtoes, the Russians insist the 1 the Allies open a "recm.i fren*" ■'n tin 
near future. 

2. Since the Scvj.et Un 5 o’" uryer the Allies to invade the cc-h 4- ’ nenfc v/ tl rj 1 ••> rye nil ^ la ry 
force, a force which could hardly fail to -ihc r-ase the In.f‘1 r’ence of the stern rowers, on 

1 the continent, and since the Soviet Bni.rn at the same tine appeals for rolHbcrati on, it 
would hardly seem the t, the Soviet government. is i'-revoeaVly co rnitted to non-collaboration 
and to an attempt to '"'tend its influence c’-er nil of Furore. 

3. At the present tine the Soviet p overmen t is carefully avoiding, or pcstncninp, 

the ebei oo i a tween cooperation and independent action, pending a cl irr indication by the 
Alli.es cf their own indentions. 
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